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Red Deer Catholic Separate Schools

Executive Summary

Red Deer Catholic Separate Schools’ capital plan is based on projected enrolments for the
division. Capital plan approvals would maintain Red Deer Catholic’s current utilization rate.
These enrollment projections are based on previous history and statistics available.

The year’s capital plan is separated into two distinct needs: New Construction/ Additions and
Preservation/ Modernization. Modular classroom needs are addressed through the submission
requirements by Alberta Education in the fall of each year.

New Construction / Addition

● Build funding for a new Kindergarten to Grade 5 school in Blackfalds has recently been
announced and design work has been ongoing since June 2023. St. Gregory the Great
Catholic School opened in September 2017 with 403 FTE students, approximately 130
FTE more students than first anticipated. The student population was 573 FTE in
September 2021 and the student population rose to 700 in September 2023. This
enrollment places the school at a 129% utilization rate in the seventh year of operations.
A decision to move the grade 7, 8, and 9 students to St. Lorenzo Ruiz Middle School
was made by the board beginning in September of 2024 until the new school is built
(Fall 2027 estimated completion).

● Having secured the funding for the Blackfalds school, a new high school (Grades 9-12)
in Sylvan Lake in partnership with Chinook’s Edge School Division and the Town of
Sylvan Lake is now the highest priority on our 3 year plan. Families have been
contacting the school board requesting a high school in Sylvan Lake so their children
could remain in the community for the duration of their school years. We contacted
Chinook's Edge School Division proposing a partnership similar to our middle school in
Sylvan Lake and our high school in Rocky Mountain House. Although our schools in
Sylvan Lake are not at capacity we feel that a new high school is feasible. By exploring
a shared site with Chinooks Edge School Division and a collegiate model for the
campus, we feel the chances of being approved for a new school with this collaboration
model are high. This would also take pressure away from our high schools in Red Deer
with increases in enrollment that may occur due to the growth in the Red Deer area.
This new high school would reduce busing from Sylvan Lake to Red Deer and allow
students to remain in their community.

● A new 500 student high school (500 core) will be required in the Town of Blackfalds to
alleviate the growth in high school aged students being transported into Red Deer in
September 2029. Currently these students are being transported into Red Deer. The
growth in the Town of Blackfalds will justify a high school in the area where we expect a
high school would open with a population of about 350 students. We anticipate that our
new school in Blackfalds will open with approximately 70% utilization at the two schools
combined and we anticipate significant growth to continue in the Town.
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Red Deer Catholic Separate Schools

● A new Kindergarten to Grade 5 school will be required in Sylvan Lake. With a second
K-5 school in the community this will allow a transition for École Our Lady of the Rosary
School to become a K-5 school and École Mother Teresa School to become a 6-9
middle school. These grade configurations will allow École Mother Teresa School to
maximize the CTS space they currently have available. Currently the combined capacity
for both schools in Sylvan Lake is just over 75%.

● A new Kindergarten to Grade 5 school will be required in the City of Red Deer to
alleviate the continued growth that is occurring. Father Henri Voisin School is now at full
build with the final three modular classrooms occupied in the 2018-19 school year. All
elementary schools within the City of Red Deer are at full build out with no further room
for expansion.

Modernization/ Preservation

● No modernization funding is requested.

Modular Classrooms

● The modular classroom submissions are addressed through the modular
request forms submitted in the fall of each year. This year we were approved to
move two modular classrooms from St. Thomas Aquinas Middle School to St.
Matthew Catholic School in Rocky Mountain House to relieve some pressure.
We have also applied to move the two portables from École Camille J. Lerouge
to École Secondaire Notre Dame High School.
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Red Deer Catholic Separate Schools

Population Data

Red Deer

The Greater Red Deer area has shown a 1.15% increase from 2021 to 2022. The City has
demonstrated a five year growth pattern of 2.42% from 2018 to 2022. The City of Red Deer
had a population of 105,883 in 2022.

Growth in the City of Red Deer has been experienced predominantly in the northeast quadrant
of the city, satellite communities and small acreages. A proposal from Red Deer County to
develop Gasoline Alley along highway 2 of approximately 8000 people is under way and by all
estimates Red Deer Catholic will see student growth as a result.

Source:
https://regionaldashboard.alberta.ca/region/red-deer/population/#/?from=2018&to=2022
(updated Feb. 28, 2023).

Blackfalds

Blackfalds has seen tremendous growth over the past several years. The population has
grown from 10,810 in 2018 to 11,962 in 2022. This demonstrates 3.5% growth year over year
and 15.1% in the last 5 years. This high growth rate coupled with young families living in the
community has a significant impact on the Red Deer Catholic student population.

Source:
https://regionaldashboard.alberta.ca/region/blackfalds/population/#/?from=2018&to=2022
(updated Feb. 28, 2023).

Town of Sylvan Lake

The Town of Sylvan Lake continues to see high growth in the community. The population has
grown from 15,948 in 2018 to 16,802 in 2022. This demonstrates 2.41% growth year over year
and 7.74% in the last 5 years. Projected continued growth in the community along with a low
median population age (36 years of age) results in many young families with young children
living in the community. The Town of Sylvan Lake has indicated that they would be interested
in pursuing a partnership with Red Deer Catholic and Chinook's Edge to build two new high
schools that would be available to public and separate school students. Representatives from
RDCRS, Chinook’s Edge and the Town of Sylvan Lake had been working collaboratively to find
appropriate land for such a campus and the preferred land parcel has been identified through
this process.

Source:
https://regionaldashboard.alberta.ca/region/sylvan-lake/population/#/?from=2018&to=2022(upd
ated Feb. 28, 2023).
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Rocky Mountain House

The population of Rocky Mountain House was 6,603 in 2022. This represents a 3.94% growth
year over year and a slight decrease of 0.8% over 5 years. The most current data shows
students enrolled in Kindergarten to grade 12 have grown from 2247 students in 2020 to 2309
students in 2021.

Source:
https://regionaldashboard.alberta.ca/region/rocky-mountain-house/population/#/?from=2018&t
o=2022 (updated Feb. 28, 2023).

Innisfail/ Bowden

The Town of Innisfail has seen a slight decline in population in the last 5 years with a 2.53%
decrease and has remained the same from 2021 to 2022. Student numbers (Kindergarten to
grade 12) in Innisfail have risen about 3% over the last year. The Town of Bowden has a
stagnant growth rate of -.86% over one year and -0.47% over 5 years.

Source:
https://regionaldashboard.alberta.ca/region/innisfail/population/#/?from=2018&to=2022
(updated Feb. 28, 2023).
https://regionaldashboard.alberta.ca/region/bowden/population/#/?from=2018&to=2022
(updated Feb. 28, 2023).

Olds/ Didsbury
The community of Olds has seen an increase in population in the last 5 years of 1.37% with a
one year dip of 0.15%. The Town of Didsbury has seen a decrease in population over the
same period dropping 5.65% in the last 5 years with a one year drop of 2.49%.

Source:
https://regionaldashboard.alberta.ca/region/olds/population/#/?from=2018&to=2022 (updated
Feb. 28, 2023).
https://regionaldashboard.alberta.ca/region/didsbury/population/#/?from=2018&to=2022
(updated Feb. 28, 2023).
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Rural

Census data for Clearwater County, County of Red Deer and Mountain View County is not
available for individual areas that match Red Deer Catholic’s formed areas. The growth rates
for the following areas are:

County 5 years pop. change 1 year pop. change

Red Deer County 7.62% increase 2.31% increase

Mountain View County 3.14% increase 0.59% decrease

Clearwater County 1.23% decrease 0.71% decrease

Lacombe County 2.49% increase 0.2% decrease

Source:
https://regionaldashboard.alberta.ca/#/ (updated Feb. 28, 2023).
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Area, Capacity and Utilization Report
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Red Deer Catholic Separate Schools

12 Year School Enrolment History From 2012-2023
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10 Year Enrolment Trend
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Red Deer Catholic Separate Schools

Individual School and Division Enrollment Roll Up
from 2023-2034

Ten-year enrolment roll ups are based on September 2023 student enrolment. All
calculations are based on FTE (full time equivalent) students, present school size, and
program allowances as per 2023 enrollment.

Note: JPII is not included in roll ups.
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The following table provides growth rates, Inclusive allowances (September 2023) and
calculated capacity used in calculating each schools’ enrollment projections and utilization.
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Red Deer Catholic Separate School Division

10 Year Capital Request Summary

10 Year Capital Plan

Division
Priority School Division Sector Project Description Occupancy Date

New Construction/Addition Projects

1 Sylvan Lake New Sylvan Lake High School September, 2028

2 Blackfalds New Blackfalds High School September, 2029

3 Red Deer New Red Deer K-5 School September, 2030

4 Sylvan Lake New Sylvan Lake K-5 School September, 2030

5 Blackfalds New Blackfald Middle School September, 2031

6 Innisfail New Innisfail K-9 School September, 2032
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Red Deer Catholic Separate School Division

3 Year Capital Request

New Construction/ Addition Projects

New 9-12 School in Sylvan Lake

We have had numerous parent calls asking when we will have a Catholic High School in
Sylvan Lake. From those discussions we approached the Public Board in Sylvan Lake to
discuss a partnership on a new shared high school. There have been some initial discussions
with the Town and other partners that may participate in the partnership. Based on current
enrollment in Sylvan Lake we would expect to open a new high school with at least 325
students from Grade 9-12. A possible post secondary partner would allow the school to offer
courses for grades 9-12 students that would be exciting for central Alberta. Sylvan lake
continues to grow and we feel that we could grow the program into a school of 500 students.

New 9-12 School in Blackfalds

A new 500 student High School (500 core) will be required in the Town of Blackfalds to
alleviate the growth in high school aged students being transported into Red Deer in
September 2029. Currently these students are being transported into Red Deer. The growth in
the Town of Blackfalds will justify a high school in the area where we expect a high school
would open with a population of about 350 students. Our K-9 school is currently overfull and
we anticipate significant growth to continue in the Town.

New K-5 School in Red Deer

A new K-5 500 student (500 core) school will be required for September 2030 in the City of
Red Deer to alleviate the continued long term growth seen in the community. Many of our
elementary schools are at full build out with maximum portables already in place. Long term
projections show city elementary schools will be over or near capacity.

Modernization/ Preservation Projects

No Modernizations are requested.
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Red Deer Catholic Separate School Division
2024/2025 – 2026/2027 Capital Plan

Alberta Education requires the 3 Year Capital Submission to have new construction and
modernizations rolled together with one division ranking. Modular classrooms are submitted
under a separate submission not associated with the 3 Year Capital Plan. The following
indicates the Division’s priorities for the next 3 year Capital Plan.
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3 Year Capital Plan
Division

Priority School Division Sector Project Description Occupancy Date

New Construction/Addition Projects

1 Sylvan Lake New Sylvan Lake High School September, 2028

2 Blackfalds New Blackfalds High School September, 2029

3 Red Deer New Red Deer K-5 School September, 2030


